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Equine Law

Daniel D. Pipitone began his law practice by

completing a two-year Federal Judicial Clerkship in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He

then began the private practice of law in Corpus Christi and South Texas and, later, in

Houston. Over the course of the past 28 years, he has tried many cases to a jury as

well as to a court throughout Texas, and in Georgia, Louisiana and Mississippi. Mr.

Pipitone's sole focus is upon the litigation and trial of various matters involving laws

governing admiralty/maritime, commercial, equine, and product liability disputes. 

Philosophically, he firmly believes that the most favorable resolution for a client is one

that is eventually achieved by first proceeding proactively, aggressively and

efficiently.

Representative Experience 

Successfully tried to verdict approximately 75 cases in both Federal and State

jurisdictions, most all of which resulted in "take-nothing" judgments and all of which

resulted in judgments substantially less than demanded by various plaintiffs in

settlement 

Successfully litigated on behalf of a Houston-based Thoroughbred owner a breach

of fiduciary duty and fraud matter against bloodstock agents, a trainer, and several

consignors  

Presented a case to the U.S. Supreme Court involving choice of law, venue and

forum non conveniens issues, the resolution of which resulted in the dismissal of

numerous personal injury and death claims collectively valued at approximately $15

million and thereby permitting the regional commercial client to remain viable 

Successfully presented and argued a case to the Texas Supreme Court resulting in

its adoption of the Search and Rescue Doctrine and the application of such doctrine

in a manner so as to reverse and render judgment in favor of an international client

against whom a substantial judgment had earlier been awarded



U.S. District Court for the

Southern District of Texas 
 Successfully presented and argued a case to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth

Circuit resulting in the adoption of the Primary Duty Doctrine Defense and the

application of such doctrine in a manner so as to maintain a minimal judgment of

approximately $10,000 awarded by the District Court to the Plaintiffs in a matter

involving a wrongful death claim 

Successfully litigated a property damage and lost profit claim on behalf of an

international client, which litigation efforts resulted in a settlement of $6.7 million 

Successfully presented and argued a case to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth

Circuit resulting in the correct interpretation of "other insurance" clauses and the

application of such an interpretation in a manner extremely favorable to a

high-profile domestic underwriter

News 

Equine Law Practice Group Hosts Seminars

Fraud, Taxes Focus of Horse Owners Seminar 

Professional Affiliations 

American Bar Association

Proctor in Admiralty, Maritime Law Association of the United States

National Association of Defense Counsel

Texas Bar Association

Texas Association of Defense Counsel

Houston Bar Association

Corpus Christi Bar Association 
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